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County reeve says City’s annexation
plans over-reaching

Proposal sees city taking 97 quarters of county land
By Elise Mumert
The City of Grande Prairie’s proposal to annex
15,000 acres of County land is over-reaching and not
in the interest of rural ratepayers, says County Reeve
Leanne Beaupre.
The County will be mounting opposition to the annexation plans in a final merit meeting Oct. 27 between
the City and the Municipal Government Board.
With approximately 360 landowners potentially
affected by the proposed annexation, the County likely
won’t be lone opponents.
A 2012 phone survey of landowners in the annexation
area completed by the County showed that of those residents available for comment, 70 per cent were opposed
to the annexation.
County Planner Baily Nagy told The Sentinel the
MGB has received more than 200 public submissions
regarding the annexation since November 21, 2011.
Following the Oct. 27 meeting, the MGB will make
its recommendation to accept, reject or modify the proposed annexation to the Minister to Municipal Affairs.
The Government of Alberta will make the final decision.
Beaupre says the city’s proposed annexation of
15,000 acres is way out of line with what the County is
happy with: 1,343 acres.
After two years of negotiating with the City of
Grande Prairie, the City’s proposed annexation of 97
quarters from the County is the second largest annexation in Alberta’s recent history and will double the
city’s current geographic size.
Though she concedes that similar annexations have
occurred in the past – there have been three or four
consensual annexations in Beaupre’s 10 years with the
county -- the difference this time is sheer size.
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STARS transported a female after this ATV rollover on Highway 59 and 10 km north on Range
Road 63 near Sexsmith last week.
								(Photo by William Vavrek Photography)

ATV rollover, fire keeps
emergency crews busy in Sexsmith
It was particularly busy for
emergency response services in
Sexsmith last week, with a motor
vehicle accident on the 11th that
was followed by a fire in Sexsmith early in the morning of
October 15.
Saturday October 11 Stars Air
Ambulance, the Sexsmith Fire
Department, RCMP and EMS
responded to Highway 59 and 10
kilometres north on Range Road
63 for an ATV rollover just after
6 p.m.
A 30-year-old female was transported to QE II Hospital via Stars
in stable condition while another
male was transported via ground

with unknown injuries.
One unit responded from the
Sexsmith fire department, two
from the RCMP, one ambulance
from EMS as well as the Stars
helicopter.
Sexsmith Fire Captain Chris
Welsh stated that the cause of the
rollover is not confirmed.
“Accidents with one of these
side-by-side machines are pretty
rare. People just need to make
sure that they respect the machines.”
A few days later on Wednesday
October 15 firefighters from the
Town of Sexsmith and the County
of Grande Prairie Regional Fire

Service Clairmont station responded to a report of a structure
fire at approximately 3:30 a.m.
On arrival crews found the roof
area of a residential home fully
engulfed in flames. Fire crews
made entry into the structure and
extinguished the fire. Much of the
homes contents were saved.
Three engines and 17 firefighters responded to the fire.
There were no injuries reported
and the cause of the fire is still
under investigation. County Fire
Chief Everett Cooke told the
Sentinel that the report should be
released in two weeks.

